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As we continue to move 

forward…we will 

become an even more 

desirable city.

Progressing Through 2015City Manager’s Quarterly Report
The City of Sunny Isles Beach: Goals of A World Class City

Christopher J. Russo
City Manager

Over the past year, I’ve had many visiting government officials and 
colleagues in our City discussing some of the projects we have tackled as part of 

our goal to be a world class city. They conclude their visit utterly amazed at the 

transformation and our willingness to address the most challenging of issues 

without fear of failure or political attack. Why is this so? Because from the 

beginning of this City, the elected officials have always emphasized working 

together with staff to achieve a common vision which has kept the sun shining 

bright on Sunny Isles Beach. We put purpose over politics, the greater good 

of the whole over individualism. Concrete results were always more important 

than credit for projects or programs well done. It is this philosophy that has 

led us from a community with no parks or programs for our citizens to 10 

beautiful parks hosting hundreds of events, with the best yet to come at our 

soon to be completed Gateway Park.

 As you read this article, we will be completing the Intracoastal Parks in the 

southern end of the City with the installation of the playground. The Samson 

Oceanfront Park plans for major upgrades will be out for bid, and we will be 

in the final completion stages for the Gateway Park and performance stage.

 Many people have inquired about the restaurant at Gateway Park. 

The City has contracted with The Passion Group to manage this space. We 

are working closely with them to finalize plans for the build-out. Their concept 

of a restaurant, Fly Me to the Moon, along with a market place at this flagship 

park is already creating a buzz. The market, modeled after Eataly and Todd 

English Food Hall in New York City, is planned as a distinctive food market 

inclusive of a variety of restaurants, bakeries, food and beverage stations, and 

retail items, with indoor and outdoor dining space. We look forward to the 

opening in 2016.

 As many residents of Sunny Isles Beach know, beach erosion is a concern in 

our coastal community. This City continues to make this issue a top priority. 

We have teamed up with Coastal Systems International (CSI), using the 

most state of the art approaches to identify long-term solutions for shoreline 

stabilization, including the replenishment of 36,000 cubic yards of sand on 

our beach last year. With CSI’s assistance and the pending federal, state and 

county processes already underway, we expect to have a beach management 

plan that will address our needs and continue to provide a lasting shoreline for 

all our residents and visitors to enjoy for many years to come.

 Another major initiative that is well underway, and will be completed 

before the end of this year, is a comprehensive Transportation Master Plan 

and Collins Avenue Corridor Study. The goal of this study is to improve and 

enhance mobility for residents and visitors alike. We will analyze the function 

and interaction of existing and future land uses against the total transportation 

system within the City of Sunny Isles Beach. This will include the roadway 

network, transit system, pedestrian, bicycle, other non-motorized sources 

and parking system. In addition to the engineering analysis, this process will 

involve significant public input from residents and interested visitors through 

a series of Town Hall Meetings. We will also identify any funding sources 

available to assist the City financially in implementing such a plan.

 As we continue to move forward and complete our Parks program 

and implement projects from both the Erosion Mitigation Study and the 

Transportation Master Plan, we will become an even more desirable city. This 

will certainly lead to new challenges along the way which will require the same 

team approach that has been successful throughout our short history as a city.


