
Hurricane Season
Begins June 1

Sunny Isles Beach is in the Zone B 

floodplain where a storm may cause 

a tidal surge, high winds, tornadoes, 

flooding, or loss of utility services.

Residents should have a plan in place 

for sheltering or evacuation prior to 

the beginning of the storm season. 

For both preparation and actions 

which families should take if a storm 

watch or warning is issued, follow 

the recommendations of the 

Miami-Dade County (MDC) Office 

of Emergency Management (OEM) 

at www.miamidade.gov/fire/

emergency-management.asp.

For specific tips, such as locations 

of Emergency Bus Pick-Up Points 

or supplies to have on hand, please 

see page 14 of the summer SIB 

Living Magazine.
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Recently I attended a meeting of residents 
from a condominium building where we were 
asking for permission to build a pedestrian 
bridge on the edge of their property.

It was a tough meeting where the residents expressed their strong desire to not have the 
bridge pedestal near their complex. They cited several compelling reasons why they 
thought the bridge should not be built where proposed. The City Manager and I took 
turns explaining the benefits to pedestrian safety, the large number of accidents that had 
occurred, and the way traffic engineers could modify the intersection after the bridge is 
built to make it better for pedestrians and vehicles. The residents were not happy and some 
of them told me that they had voted for me and that they expect me not to support 
something that they believe would be detrimental to their interests.
 Here lies the difficulty of responding to the needs of the community while trying to 
balance the concerns of a specific group of residents. We are all very passionate about 
where we live and how we are affected by those projects closest to us. In a small community 
like ours, there are decisions to be made that may upset some group of passionate residents. 
What I have often seen is that this passion often overrides compelling data and planning 
put together by outside professionals who are experts in their fields. When we couple this 
with the publics’ general skepticism of government, a difficult dynamic occurs that often 
falls to the Mayor and Commission to resolve.
 Frankly, I believe these types of decisions are what we get elected to make. We must 
determine the tradeoffs of upsetting one group of residents for what we believe, based on 
expert opinion, is the best solution and for the benefit of the community at large. Then we 
must deal with the consequences of the outcomes of those decisions. These situations 
require a lot of analysis and thoughtful consideration. We have not come to a resolution on 
the pedestrian bridge yet, however I can assure you that when faced with such tradeoffs, 
we take the decision very seriously, create transparent processes and directly deal with 
the outcomes.

George ‘Bud’ Scholl
Mayor



Proud to be SIB
There is a group of high school students 
who were awarded a Sunny Isles Beach 
College Scholarship. This award was pre-
sented at the City Commission meet-
ing in April. Their futures are bright 
and varied but one thing they all have in 
common; they were proud to call Sunny 
Isles Beach home. They volunteered count-
less hours for the benefit of others and 
their community. We congratulate Lourdes 
Pajuelo, Sebastian Pena, Anton Siginevich, 
and Natalie Spivak who were awarded 
at the Commission meeting and Sumera 
Subzwari that was awarded a scholarship 
through a private donor. Congratulations 
to all and may you continue the spirit 
of giving as you progress through your 
educational and professional careers!

Samson Oceanfront Park
After a few delays and just over a year from 
breaking ground, Samson Oceanfront 
Park is reopen following its much needed 
renovation. Once the site of two rundown 
motels, the Beach Cove Resort and the 
Princess Beach Motel, this park was first 
dedicated in July 2000 as the City’s first 
park. After continuous use from 2000-
2015, it was in disrepair and no longer 
sufficiently served the residents. This 
renovation, which started on January 11, 
2016, included the expansion of the ex-
isting restrooms, additional beach show-
ers, a solid cover over a new playground, 
a second pavilion that doubles as a stage, 
more than tripled seating and the board-
walk was refurbished for this prime beach 
access. Look for events to return to this 

park with the celebration of Russian-
American Heritage month and a 20th 
Anniversary event. 

Residents Rejoice
For the past few years, a growing number 
of residents have become less tolerant 
of those that are awarded the same ben-
efits as them without actually living here. 
Many ideas have been suggested and 
vetted. Best practices were researched. 
No plan is perfect and all of them will 
upset those that are trying to scam the 
system. We have noticed though that the 
people who legitimately reside in Sunny 
Isles Beach are cooperative, patient and 
agreeable to the extra level of scrutiny 
we now require to receive a Sunny Isles 
Beach Resident Identification Card. Yes, 
the process is arduous but it is thorough 
and brings more value to this free card.
 Effective July 1, 2017, there will be new 
and stricter requirements for obtaining 
your SIB Resident ID Card. New guide-
lines were posted in the May Islander and 
are available at sibfl.net/resident. A new 
card is required for all program registra-
tions that you wish to receive the resident 
benefit. This includes everything from 
Golden Era Movies to Summer Camp, 
Soccer to Walking Club, and your Pelican 
Community Park membership registration. 
Don’t wait until you want to participate 
in a program. Visit the community center 
to register for your new card. The screen-
ing process takes one week or less but it is 
definitely worth the wait. Your Sunny Isles 
Beach neighbors will thank you for it!



Jane A. Hines served Sunny Isles 
Beach faithfully for over 17 years. 
Hired in 2000 as an Agenda Coordinator, 
Jane quickly proved herself worthy of 
more responsibility and was promoted to 
Deputy City Clerk in February of 2002, 
then to City Clerk in February 2003, a 
position she maintained until her passing 
this past April. Through those years, Jane 
has sworn in two Mayors and seven 
Commissioners and has conducted several 
municipal and special elections, including 4 
presidential elections with record turnout.
 Quietly busy and hard at work, Jane’s 
demeanor matched her position well. 
She avoided the spotlight and reliably 
took care of things behind the scenes. 
Under her direction, the Office of the City 
Clerk prepared numerous agendas and 
minutes, maintained all public records 
and record requests, issued public notices, 
maintained compliance with the Sunshine 
Laws for the State of Florida, presided 
over many bid openings among other du-
ties, as well as moving into the digital age 
of record retention and easy public access 
to City documents through the website.
 Jane was dedicated, diligent and re-
sponsible. When not toiling away at her 
computer, Jane enjoyed her vacations. 

She worked hard to earn her time away 
and found great pleasure in her cruises 
and trips up north. She valued her rela-
tionships with her colleagues, all of whom 
cherished their time with her. Jane was 
genuine, kind and had a smile for every-
one she encountered.
 On Sunday, April 16, 2017, the City 
silently said goodbye to Jane for one final 
time as she passed away peacefully. Just as 
she would want, with no fanfare, we 
honored her quietly. All City flags re-
mained lowered at half-staff in her mem-
ory between April 17 and Sunday, April 
23, 2017. We will continue to honor her 
with a memorial plaque that will be in-
stalled on the 4th floor of the Government 
Center, the floor she worked on since the 
opening of city hall in February 2005. 
It reads: “Dedicated to our dear friend 
and City Clerk, Jane A. Hines, who 
quietly exemplified hard work, integrity 
and kindness. She is greatly missed and 
forever in our hearts.” Additionally, one 
employee each year will be awarded the 
Jane A. Hines Memorial Award in her 
name. This special award from the City 
Manager will honor an employee that 
excels during the year in a way that exem-
plifies Jane’s work ethic and commitment 

to quality in a selfless fashion.
 Although initially I wanted to dedicate 
this entire page to Jane, she would want 
everyone to know that the Office of the 
City Clerk remains strong and ready to 
serve the Commission, employees and the 
public. Jane knew that as a key component 
to the municipal government, there could 
never be a lapse of service by her Office. 
In true team spirit, Jane was an advocate 
for her employees and ensured they had 
opportunities to learn and grow. Under 
her guidance, Mauricio Betancur was de-
veloped into her Deputy City Clerk. 
She would want you to know that Mauricio 
is filling in as Acting City Clerk, just as 
she had prepared him for. He will contin-
ue to do so until such time that a perma-
nent replacement is announced.
 Jane believed fervently in her role 
in City Government and she passed 
this pride and dedication on to her en-
tire team. Luz Rey is also stepping in 
to assist Mauricio as he takes on this ex-
panded role. The team that Jane built 
will continue her legacy in their 
daily work.
 We thank you Jane for your faithful 
service to the City and the community of 
Sunny Isles Beach. You will be missed.

A Message 
from the
City Manager
by Christopher J. Russo

In Memoriam
JANE A. HINES
MAY 15, 1943–APRIL 16, 2017



Condo Reform Bill Passes
from the desk of Commissioner Larisa Svechin

By and large, we are a City of condominiums. Sunny Isles Beach has more than 22,000 residents, 

including children, retirees, vacationers, and snowbirds. In March, this Commission, Police De-

partment, City staff, and the Mayor, met with Senator Rene Garcia, who was introducing a Condo 

Reform Bill, HB 1237. That bill has passed!

 With the support of this Commission and Mayor, this bill now prohibits an officer, director, or 

manager of a condominium association from soliciting, offering to accept, or accepting a kickback. 

The Bill prohibits an association from hiring an attorney who represents the management com-

pany of the association; requires the Division of Florida Condominiums, Timeshares, and Mobile 

Homes to maintain and provide copies of financial reports; authorizes the division to employ full-

time attorneys to conduct certain arbitration hearings; prohibits associations from purchasing a 

unit at a foreclosure sale that results from the association’s foreclosure of association lien for unpaid 

assessments or from taking a deed in lieu of foreclosures.

 Our residents have been heard! Promises have been delivered. For more information please 

contact either Commissioner Goldman or myself at dgoldman@sibfl.net or lsvechin@sibfl.net.

Coming Soon, Park and Pay using PayByPhone App

Residents and visitors parking in Sunny Isles Beach will soon be able to use the same PayByPhone 

system used all over the country. The free App lets patrons enter their location and license plate 

number from their smart phone to pay. If your meter is about to run out, your phone will alert you 

and additional time may be added from the comfort of your own beach towel!

 Another nice feature of this system is that patrons do not need to return to their car to place a 

receipt on the dashboard. The parking officer will automatically see the license plate numbers 

which have paid on his device. If a receipt is needed, there is an option for the user to receive one 

through an email of their choice.

 Don’t have a smart phone? That’s OK because patrons may continue to use the central parking 

meter. Simply follow the instructions on the meter to pay for the amount of time needed. You may 

pay with cash or credit/debit card and will receive a receipt. The receipt need not be displayed in the 

vehicle, the attendant will be able to view that payment has been made.

 For questions about parking or the new meters, please contact Parking Enforcement at 

305.792.1900.

Behind the Scenes with the 
Building Department Staff

Building Department staff is working 
hard to serve the construction needs 
of our community. See below 3rd 
quarter permitting statistics, Building 
Department’s hours of operation, 
and details on inspection services 
available to residents and developers.

From January 1 to March 31
1,248 Permits issued
6,508 Inspections performed

Hours of Operation
The Building Department is open 
to the general public Monday thru 
Friday from 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 
(Customers must obtain a number 
by 3:00 pm to be served).

Inspection Services
Inspections of active building 
permits are performed by our 
Building Inspectors Monday thru 
Friday. Customers can request
inspections online by logging
in to the Building Department’s
permitting system, or by calling
305.792.1705 and choosing option 
one (1). All inspections requested 
by 3:30 pm will be scheduled for 
the next business day.

Please contact Paola Villa, Building 
Services Manager for the Sunny Isles 
Beach Building Department at 
305.792.1790 for additional information.

nformation



All persons are invited to attend these meetings. If a person decides to appeal any decision made at such meet-
ing or hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled and 
who need special accommodations to participate in any meeting because of that disability should contact the 
City Manager at 305.947.0606, no later than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

MDC–SIB Branch Library Programs
Miami-Dade County Sunny Isles Beach 
Branch Library: For more information 
about hours and the offerings below 
call 305.682.0726. Classes and 
programs are held in the First Floor 
Meeting Room of the Sunny Isles Beach 
Government Center, 18070 Collins 
Avenue, unless otherwise indicated.

Programs for Adults
Basic Computer Classes for Seniors
Tuesday: June 20
10:00—11:00 am inside the library

Programs for Children
Bedtime Stories
Wednesdays: June 7—28
6:30—7:15 pm
Sharing stories and music.
Ages 3 to 5 yrs.
Talking is Teaching: 
Talk, Read, Sing for Toddlers
Mondays: June 5—26
10:00—10:30 am
Activities for toddlers and caregivers.
Ages 19 mo. to 3 yrs.
Family Program
Saturdays: June 3—24, 11:00 am
Activities include the entire family.

Programs for All Ages
Poetry Reading
Saturday: June 24
4:00—5:00 pm
Bring your own poetry to share, hear 
others recite their own, or come share 
your ‘all-time’ favorite with others.
Summer Reading Program
June 10—August 5
This year’s theme is “Build a Better 
World”. For more details contact your 
librarian.
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June 3
Saturday, 7:00 pm
Russian-American Heritage Concert
Heritage Park

June 4
Sunday, 2:00 pm
Russian-American Art & Cultural Showcase
Samson Oceanfront Park

June 5
Monday, 10:00 am
Modern Era Movie
Pelican Community Park

June 7
Wednesday, 3:00 pm
Bingo
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

June 8
Thursday, 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Blood Pressure and Glucose Screening
SIB Govt. Center 1st Floor Meeting Room

June 11
Sunday, 1:00 pm
SIB Historical Bus Tour
SIB Govt. Center

June 15
Thursday, 6:30 pm
Regular City Commission Meeting
Sister City Twinning Ceremony
Punta del Este, Uruguay
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

June 16
Friday, 8:30 pm
20th Anniversary Concert
La Hora Loca with Fusion
21 and older
Heritage Park

June 17
Saturday, 11:00 am
20th Anniversary Celebration & BBQ
Town Center Park

June 17
Saturday, 7:30 pm
20th Anniversary Fireworks Finale
Samson Oceanfront Park

June 27
Tuesday, 6:00 pm
Cultural Event: Miami Marlins vs NY Mets
Marlins Park, Miami, FL

June 28
Wednesday, 10:00 am
Special Magistrate Hearing:
 Code Enforcement Violations
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

June 28
Wednesday, 3:00 pm
Bingo
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

June 28
Wednesday, 6:30 pm
City Advisory Committee Meeting
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers



20th Anniversary Fireworks Finale

Enjoy ocean breezes and music for an evening 
that ends with a bang!

Saturday, June 17 • 7:30 pm
Samson Oceanfront Park • 17425 Collins Avenue

JOIN US FOR THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION EVENTS

The official communication
of the City of Sunny Isles Beach!

18070 Collins Avenue • Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160

20th Anniversary Concert
La Hora Loca with Fusion

is presented for ages 21 and older. Free admittance 
with proof of age at gate, no wristband required.

Friday, June 16 • 8:30 pm
Heritage Park • 19200 Collins Avenue

20th Anniversary Celebration & BBQ
Purchase your wristbands early and join the fun at the 

City’s annual family barbecue.
Saturday, June 17 • 11:00 am

Town Center Park • 17200 Collins Avenue


