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Dueling Pianos

Last month we received the sad news that on May 30,
2018, our friend and colleague, former City Commissioner,
Gerald “Gerry”Goodman passed away.
George ‘Bud’ Scholl
Mayor

Saturday, July 7 • 7:30–9:00 pm
Gateway Park • 151 Sunny Isles Blvd

Join New York, NY Dueling Pianos
for a night of piano party madness,
as these internationally renowned
performers take all of your song
requests in a clap-along, bangthe-tables-along crazy fiesta where
anything can happen. 2 performers,
2 pianos and an unforgettable night.
This free concert comes along with
free parking at the Gateway Park
Parking Garage. The SIBshuttle will
provide transportation within City
limits. For more information visit
sibfl.net or call 305.792.1706.

My fondest memories of Gerry go back to my earliest days over 10 years ago when we

were serving on the City Commission together. One night, late into commission meeting,
we had voted on a contentious issue that garnered a fair amount of debate, but ultimately
was voted against my viewpoint. After the meeting, it was clear that I was frustrated for
not having advanced my position successfully. Gerry pulled me aside and mentored me
with the words “It’s politics not personal, you won’t always win!” That lesson has stayed
with me ever since.
Gerry and I were typically on opposite sides of the political candidates we supported
and, at times, issues within the City. But we always maintained a deep and caring
friendship that transcended our ideological differences. This is a testament to Gerry’s
nature as a kind, courteous and honorable man. Gerry never gave up advocating for the
issues that he believed in, but always did so with respect whether serving on the
Commission or after he had completed his service in office.
A few months back I was reminded how deeply he cared for his family and his service
to the various communities he has lived in. Gerry asked me to come by his apartment to
discuss a City issue that had been troubling him. When I arrived, he took me on a tour of
memorabilia that had been placed throughout his home. Pictures of his children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren were front and center throughout, and there were
numerous mementos from his many years of public service locally and from Brooklyn,
New York where he had served on the district school board.
When he finished providing me the tour and we sat down to discuss the matter at
hand, he simply remarked, “This is my life.” It was an honor to get a personal guided tour
of Gerry’s life just months before his passing. I know I speak for our community in
thanking Gerry for his service. May he rest in peace.

Communities and Classrooms
Connecting for a Good Cause
Last month, we held a world record attempt
for the most simultaneous sand angels. Though
we did not break the record, our community
came together to support a worthy cause: the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Victims’ Fund.
As part of their end-of-year class activity, the
third grade students of the NSE/SIB K-8
School in Ms. Brandy Cox’s class attended
Angels in the Sand together. Since the tragedy
that occurred in February, this class has shown
incredible compassion and kindness by writing
letters to the victims and their families, expressing great interest in spreading their love,
and showing their unified support by participating in the City event. The following Monday, the students wore their Angels in the
Sand event T-shirts to school to thank our
City event coordinators and celebrate those
who participated in this angelic expression.

It’s Parks & Recreation Month!
In July we celebrate Parks and Recreation
Month, and Sunny Isles Beach has so much
to offer residents including 11 premier parks,
summer camps, after-school programs, youth,
adult and senior activities, and athletics!
This month, explore one of our parks that
you don’t frequently play at, get out and get
active on our Off-Collins Bicycle Route, or
sign up for a new summer program. Each park
offers its own unique features including playgrounds, water features, performance stages,
artwork, and more. Share your photos at one
of our parks using #SIBParks for your chance
to win a special prize.

Register for ASP
During the school year, we offer two options
for After School Programs (ASP): Afternoon
Fun Zone and Storytelling Hour. ASP is one
of our most popular programs at Pelican
Community Park and spaces fill up quickly.
Registration for the 2018 school year begins
on Saturday, July 14 for residents with a valid
SIB Resident ID Card, and on Saturday, July
28 for all others. Registration is available at
Pelican Community Park, Monday through
Saturday from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm and Sunday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

Just Taekwondo It!
Beginning in September, we are offering a free
new program, Martial Arts in the Park. From
6:00 to 6:30 pm, Master Sang is offering instruction in all levels of Taekwondo at Gateway Park on Mondays, and Town Center
Park on Wednesdays. This program is open
to children of all ages. Master Sang has
opened more than 10 martial arts schools in
South Florida, trained dignitaries, famous actors and professional athletes, and has appeared in three major Hollywood film productions. Look out for more details in the fall
edition of SIB Living Magazine.

SIB Annual Photo Contest
Enter your best photos of the beach, architecture, parks or people and 13 lucky winners
will be featured in the 2019 desktop calendar.
Photos should be within Sunny Isles Beach
City limits, from 158 to 195 Streets, on the
island. For complete details and to submit
photos, visit sibfl.net/photocontest.

A Message
from the
City Manager
by Christopher J. Russo

We’ve come a long way since December
when I last updated you on citywide capital
projects. At this time I’m happy to report that
the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) is in the process of completing the
paving of Collins Avenue through our City.
They have milled the old pavement and removed it, raised or repaired all manholes and
utility covers on Collins Avenue, in addition
they are repairing curbing and sidewalks
where upgraded signal and pedestrian walk
lights have been placed.
As soon as the new pavement is completed, FDOT will begin installing decorative
crosswalks throughout the City. The new
surface crossing in front of the Government
Center will be maintained until such time as
the planned pedestrian overpass bridge, from
Government Center to the south side of the
Trump International Hotel, is completed.
The overpass will provide for the ultimate
safety for all who cross Collins Avenue at
this point, especially our children from the
east side of Collins, walking to school, the
community center, the parks, or the library.
This bridge is in the process of being designed
and we expect to go out to bid early next

year, and award a contract for construction.
This will be the first of at least three pedestrian bridges over Collins Avenue.
The second bridge would be located on
the southwest corner of the intersection of 174
Street and Collins Avenue. The third bridge is
planned for the north side of the intersection
of Sunny Isles Boulevard and Collins Avenue.
We expect this bridge to be constructed along
with the future development on the west side
of Collins Avenue across from the Newport
Hotel. These bridges, along with the recently
completed pedestrian/emergency bridge over
the canal connecting 172 Street to 174 Street
are the cornerstone to pedestrian safety, as
recommended in the Transportation Master
Plan and the City’s overall Comprehensive
Plan. As these bridges are built and put in
service, we increase the area of our City that
can be walked, jogged, or biked off Collins!
At the June 21 commission meeting,
a contract was approved for stormwater
drainage improvements on North Bay Road
from 174 Street north to 183 Street. This
project is part of our continuing program
of evaluating and upgrading the stormwater
drainage system. We will be cleaning out all

deep stormwater collection wells and catch
basins, and inspecting all drainage pipes and
outflows from our City. If pipe repairs or
replacement are necessary, they will be immediately addressed. The project is expected
to take approximately three to six months,
depending on the results of all the inspections. Work will commence over the summer,
depending on any unforeseen issues.
Our beach gained approximately 150,000
cubic yards of sand this past spring from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers beach renourishment project and the Armani Development project. An additional 32,000 cubic
yards of sand is expected to be placed on
the beach by the end of the year. The Ritz
Carlton and Turnberry Developments will
provide the sand. More than 63,000 cubic
yards of sand is still expected from the
Estates at Acqualina and the Varadero project.
Besides placing sand on the beach, we are studying all available mitigation strategies to preserve as much sand as possible from erosion.
These are just a few of the many projects
taking place within our City, but very important ones that have a direct impact on
our residents.

Vacation Rentals and Condominium Living:
A Dichotomy?

nformation

from the desk of Commissioner Isaac Aelion

The tourism industry is an important part of the Sunny Isles Beach economy. While the

City’s hotels are a natural venue for tourists to stay in, vacation rentals in condominiums are
becoming more popular for lengthier stays. Increasingly so, short-term vacation rentals in
condominiums are affecting the quality of residential living.
Many condominium homeowners are complaining that these short-term rentals are causing problems with security due to potential unregistered individuals accessing the condominium. Homeowners are also voicing concerns about the short-term renters bringing in individuals with undesirable behavior. Vacation rentals in single family homes within the City had
been previously regulated as businesses. In a recent commission meeting, the City adopted an
ordinance requiring all rentals under six months within condominiums to register with the
City and acquire a business license. Like with single family homes, this will allow for oversight
by code compliance to address the possible abuses, which are frequently occurring as a result
of the short-term rentals.
While it is the City’s policy to promote business enterprises, which are good for the economy, it is important that the quality of life among our residents is not diminished. For any
comments or questions, Commissioner Aelion can be reached at 305.792.1700.

Chief Fred Maas Inducted
into Law Enforcement Officers’ Hall of Fame
from the desk of Commissioner Jeanette Gatto

The residents of Sunny Isles Beach know that our Police Chief, Fred Maas, is a very special

person. He serves with integrity, compassion and humility. His main priority is always our
safety. He will personally help anyone with a problem, large or small, and never hesitates to
get out there to direct traffic when needed. His leadership skills are legendary in
Miami-Dade County. In fact, there is an award named in his honor for individuals in the law
enforcement community who embody leadership and inspire others, the Fred Maas Law
Enforcement Leadership Award.
So, it came as no surprise when we learned that Chief Maas was one of five officers in the
state to be inducted into the Florida Law Enforcement Officers’ Hall of Fame, the highest
award given to a law enforcement officer. The City Commission, along with a few staff members and police officers, attended a very moving ceremony at the state capital in Tallahassee
on May 19. Chief Maas’ humble speech of gratitude left tears in the eyes of some audience
members. Later that evening at a special celebratory dinner, I had the honor of presenting
him with an award on behalf of the Commission, staff, Police Department and residents to
show our gratitude to the man who has served our City for 20 years. Having his family present made it that much more special.
Our congratulations go to Chief Fred Maas for achieving this once in a lifetime honor.
We are very lucky and proud to have him as our Chief of Police.

Take a Peek at Fall Youth Athletics
Summer is in full swing, which means
we are already looking ahead to fall
youth programming.
Our Athletics Division consists of 17
passionate program coordinators and
coaches designing sports programs
your children will be excited to participate in. Last year, there were 428
young athletes enrolled in fall programs, and this year, we expect even
more with our lineup of 14 programs
at two parks.
Beginning in August, Senator Gwen
Margolis Park is home to SIB Select
Soccer and Afterschool Sportstacular.
Sportstacular is free for NSE/SIB K-8
students in grades 5 – 8, and offers a
variety of supervised activities.
Take a peek at the fall youth athletics
offered at Pelican Community Park:
Baseball Academy, Bomb Squad
Basketball Academy
Cheer & Dance, Recreational
Cheer & Dance, Advanced
Cheerleading, Tumbling
FAB (Fun Activity Based) Fitness
Field Hockey
SEAS Soccer League
Soccer, Instructional
Volleyball, Instructional
Volleyball, Recreational League
Volleyball, Members Only Drop-In
For more information visit sibfl.net/
athletics or call 305.792.1799.
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MDC–SIB Branch Library Programs
Miami-Dade County Sunny Isles Beach
Branch Library: For more information
about hours and the offerings below
call 305.682.0726. Classes and
programs are held in the First Floor
Meeting Room of the Sunny Isles Beach
Government Center, 18070 Collins
Avenue, unless otherwise indicated.

Summer Reading Program
July 4

July 18

July 6

July 18

July 7

July 19

Wednesday, Federal Holiday
Government Offices Closed
Shuttle Bus does not run.
Friday, 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Mini-FLOW
SIB Govt. Center 1st Floor Meeting Room
Saturday, 7:30-9:00 pm
Concert: Dueling Pianos
Gateway Park

July 10

Tuesday, 10:00 am–1:00 pm
Golden Era Movie featuring Cabaret
SIB Govt. Center 1st Floor Meeting Room

July 10

Tuesday, noon-4:00 pm
Blood Drive
SIB Government Center

July 11

Wednesday, 3:00 pm
Bingo
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

July 12

Thursday, 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Blood Pressure and Glucose Screening
SIB Govt. Center 1st Floor Meeting Room

July 14

Saturday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Summer Splash
Heritage Park

July 17

Tuesday, 9:00 am
Cultural Event: Perez Art Museum
Miami, FL

Wednesday, 6:00 pm
Public Arts Advisory Committee Meeting
SIB Govt. Center 1st Floor Meeting Room
Wednesday, 7:30–9:00 pm
Sunny Serenade featuring Jersey Wiseguys
Samson Oceanfront Park
Thursday, 9:00 am
City Commission Workshop-FY 18/19 Budget
SIB Govt. Center 4th Floor Meeting Room

July 19

Thursday, 6:30 pm
Regular City Commission Meeting
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

July 25

Wednesday, 3:00 pm
Bingo
SIB Govt. Center Commission Chambers

July 26

Thursday, 9:30 am
Cultural Event: The Festival Flea Market Mall
Pompano Beach, FL

July 27

Friday, 8:00 pm
Full Moon Yoga
Samson Oceanfront Park

July 28

Saturday, 5:00-8:00 pm
Beach Bash featuring VIVA Classic Rock
Samson Oceanfront Park

July 29

Sunday, 11:00 am–1:00 pm
Wiggle and Paint
Samson Oceanfront Park

All persons are invited to attend these meetings. If a person decides to appeal any decision made at such
meeting or hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that
a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled
and who need special accommodations to participate in any meeting because of that disability should contact
the City Manager at 305.947.0606, no later than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

“Libraries Rock!”
June 2–August 4
For more details on summer
reading activities, please contact
your librarian.

Programs for Adults

Basic Computer Classes for Seniors
Tuesday: July 17
10:00—11:00 am inside the library
Citizenship Classes
Saturdays: July 7–28
10:00—11:30 am

Programs for Children

Bedtime Stories
Wednesdays: July 11–25
7:00—7:30 pm
Sharing stories and music.
Ages 3 to 5 yrs.
Talking is Teaching:
Talk, Read, Sing for Toddlers
Mondays: July 2–30
10:00—10:40 am
Activities for toddlers and caregivers.
Ages 19 mo. to 3 yrs.

Family Program

Saturdays: July 7–28
11:00 am inside the library
Activities for the entire family.

Programs for All Ages

Poetry Reading
Saturday: July 14
4:00—5:00 pm
Bring your own poetry to share, hear
others recite their own, or come share
your ‘all-time’ favorite with others.
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of the City of Sunny Isles Beach!

Coming this July to Samson Oceanfront Park
Sunny Serenade

Beach Bash

The Jersey Wiseguys perform
at the City’s traditional midweek concert series.

This summer evening concert showcases
VIVA Classic Rock and Roll.

Wednesday, July 18 • 7:30–9:00 pm
Samson Oceanfront Park • 17425 Collins Avenue

Saturday, July 28 • 5:00–8:00 pm
Samson Oceanfront Park • 17425 Collins Avenue

Free parking is available along the north side of 174 Street and in the municipal lot on 175 Terrace behind Walgreens. The SIBshuttle will provide transportation
within City limits.

